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A 
LETTER 
: TO A 
Member of Parliament 
CONCERNING 


The'four Regiments commonly called 


MARINERS. 


$1R, 


N my-laſt I undertook to ſhew that the Eſtal amen 
|| of the four Marine Regiments is an uſeleſs Charge 
to the / People, a Nuſance to the Navy, and dan- 


gerous tothe Kingdom's Liberties. 


And in order to it 1 (hall premiſe four thi \gs. | 
The Firſt I have already proved, That ſeyen thouſand 
Men are more than ſufficient for Guards and Gagiſons, 


and conſ quently theſe Mariners are not, neceſlary: for 
| A 2 Land- 
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Land-ſervice, nor can they be uſed to that purpoſe, the 
laſt Parliament having appropriated them to the ſervice of 
the Navy onl 

The Secon@'is, That every Country will breed as ma- 
ny Seamen as their Trade: and the ordinary occaſians of 
their Navy in ties of Peace will give conſtant Imploy- 
ment to : for as Sir William Petty obſerves, The Wages 
of a Seaman is equivalent to that of three common La- 
bourers 3 and therefore if our As of Navigation were 
duly obſerved, Men will naturally fall into the moſt be- 
neficial Imployment, till it becomes overſtockt, and 
ſome of them for want of ſubſiſtence, are forced to ſeek 
out other Livelihoods, which 1s true not only in this but 
all other Trades. 

'The Third is, That if by a War or any other Accident, 
more Seamen, are bred in a Gounuiy than their Ships of 
War, and the bulk of their Trade will conſtantly imploy, 
the Supernumerarics muſt go to other Trades, find out 
new Countries, beg, ſteal or flarve, which I take to be 
the caſe at-preſent of Erg/avd: for during the War we 
maintained between forty and fifty thouſand Men in the 
Royal Navy, and now we do not imploy above ten thou- 
fnd; fo that near forty thouſand Men bred in the. Fleet 
are to ſeek out their Livelihoods elſewhere, and 'tis at 
preſent a miſcrable complaint the Seamen, that 
many thouſands of them want fubfiſtence. 

The Fourth isa Conſequent from the two laſt, that this 
Marine Eſtabliſhment is no Nurſery for Seamen, but ra- 
ther the contrary : I do not ſay that in no Circumſtance 
it may beſo; for perhaps in a War where the occaſions 
for Seamen are very t, or in a Country initiating 
themſelves in Sea Aﬀairs, fuch Regiments may be of utc 
to bring Land-men to Sea, for bad Seamen are _ 
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than none at all 3 but in a Country thorowly verſed in 
Sea Aﬀairs, where there are more Seamen than there are 
oeccalions for them, ſuch an Eltabliſhment is fo far from 
making Seamen, that they take up the room, receive the 
pay, and hinder the Imployment of thoſe that are aQtually 


e. 
Having premiſed theſe things, the Queſtion in my Opi- 
nion will be, Whether Marine Soldiers are better than an 
equal number of Seamen ? that is, Whether ten thou- 
ſand Seamen, and three thouſand Mariners, will be more 
beneficial to the Kingdom than thirteen thouſand Sea- 


men 2? 


Now I (hall endeavour to ſhew the contrary. 

Firſt, There is a natural Antipathy between Seamen 
and Land Soldiers, as having different Cuſtoms, Man- 
ners, Oeconomy and Officers; nor, as Sir Wil 
liam Petty obſerves, do the Seamen heartily merice ht; 
xejoice at thoſe Succeſſes of which Land- 
men have any ſhare, thinking it hard that they who are 
bred to miſerable, painful and laborions Imployments 
(and yet profitable to the Commonwealth) ſhould at a: 
time when Booty and Purchaſe is to be gotten, be clog- 

and hindred by any ConjunQGion with Landmen, or 

to admit thoſe to an equal ſhare with themſclyes. 

The truth of this has been abundantly demonſtrated in 
the laſt War, when Sea and Land Soldicrs were never 
ſent any long Voyage together, but their differences have 
always defeated the Enterprize they were ſent about, par- 
ricularly in the Squadron commanded by Sir Francis 
Wheeler to the Weſt- Indies, where the Reſentments were 
carried fo high between the Sea and Land Officers, that 
the 
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-the whole Expedition was unſuceefsful,to the loſs of many 
thouſand Men, and a prodigious Sum of Money. ' 

Secondly, The Charge of Mariners is by above a third 
part greater than an equal number of Seamen whilſt they 
are 4ttfed as ſuch; for the Marine Soldiers on board re- 
ceive the Wages of Sailors, and the Pay of the Officers 
amounts to 20933 1. belides, which is an uſeleſs Charge 
to the Kingdom, the Officers very ſcldom going to Sea 
with their Men, and when they do, are only a hin- 
drance to the Seamen, and raiſe Fattions in the Fleet; 
or if they happen to agree with the Sea Commanders, 
are of no uſe but to debauch with them, and hinder 
them from doing their Duty. 

Thirdly, Their Land Methods have mightily inter- 
fered with the Navy Rules, and introduced pernici- 
ous Notions into the Fleet Officers, ſuch as Mif- ratings, 
falſe __— and other Abuſes, which the Sea Offi- 
cers &rmerly were ignorant of : and I have been often 
told by a Commiſſioner in the Navy- Office, that that 
Board always oppoſed them, as an Eſtabliſhment that 
broke all the Rules and Oeconomy of the Nayy ; and 
how fond ſoever the Lords of the Admiralty may be 
of them now, we may remember the time when-a 
ſpleenatick Gentleman in that Poſt publickly ridiculd 
them, calling them Water-Rats. And theſe'poor Wretch- 


es have been worſe uſed than if they were ſo, many” of 


them being ſtarved for want of Clothes and Suſtenance 
and indeed they have always been the miſcrableſt Crea- 
tures in the Nation. 

Fourtbly, inſtead of making Landmen Sailors, they 
have made Sailors Landmen 3 more Seamen having been 
inveigled to be Mariners, - than Mariners made Sea» 
men: and tho the Officers have had 40 s. a man for 

Recruits, 


o 
- ———x 


# 
-— ——SD 


* # || 


Recruits, yet Men preſſed for the Fleet have been taken”? 
into the ſaid Regiments upon that account, and the Mo- 


- Ney put into their own Pockets. 


Fifthly, They are a dead Charge to the Navy on 
ſhare, and burdenſome to the People, being quarter- 
ed up and down in the Inland Countries; nor could 
they ever be obliged to any work in the Yard, tho it 
has been often propoſed, and one of their Eftabliſhments 
required it : and indeed, tho there have been ſeyeral 
Eſtabliſhments made, yet none have been obſerved: and 
ſome People will be ſo ill-natur'd as to fay, That nothing: 
was deſigned by that Noble L-—d who has the honour 
of this Invention, but to be a Colonel of one of the 
Regiments. 

Sixthly, They are dangerous to the Kingdoms Liber-- 
ties, as hath been abundantly proved in the ſeveral 
Tra&s wrote concerning Standing Armies ; where it is 
demonſtrated beyond the poſſibility of a Reply, that 
ſmall numbers of Men wg and have deſtroyed the Li- 
berties of potent Nations; how much more eafily then in: 
Exgland, where beſides theſe Mariners, who will be called: 
to Land when they have occaſion for them, our Kings 
will have 70060 Men for Guards and Garifons, 12000 in: 
Ireland, 5000 in. Scotland, and almoit 6000 in Hol- 
land, which in all amounts to 33000 Men ? A dangerous 
and dreadful Force, and ſuch a one as our Apoſtate 
Whigs (if I may uſe another man's Expreſſion ) in any 
Reign, wherein they were not in the Miniſtry, would 
have thought ſufficient to have enſlaved the Nation. 

Now I think it lies upon. them to ſhew what great 
Advantages the Mariners will bring to the Kingdom more. 
than an equal number of Seamen, which may _ 

the 
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theſe Inconveniences, and juſtify the introducigg an 
Eſtabliſhment into the Navy, to which the Seamen have 
not been accuſtomed. 

I muſt confeſs, I could never hear any Reaſon, or ra- 
ther Pretence for it, which did not move my Laughter 
and Scorn ; nor would I condeſcend to anſwer them ſe- 
rioully, but that the SubjeCt it ſelf is above Ridicule, tho 
theſe Gentlemen and their Reaſons are below it. 


REASON I. 


Marine Regiments kept in conſtant Pay will be more 
ready upon any Emergency or ſudden Occaſion than Sea- 
men, who perhaps will be then difficultly raiſed, 


ANSWER, 


I have ſuppoſed before, that in the room of theſe Ma- 
riners we are to employ an equal number of Sailors 
(which 1 have ſhewed will be leſs chargeable to the King- 
dom by above a third ) then I preſume it will be grant- 
ed that Seamen attually on Board will be as ready as Ma- 
riners, whereof a great part will be always on ſhore. 


REASON IL 


That theſe Mariners do not take up the room of Sea- 
men, but the Men of War muſt have their full Comple- 
ment of Sailors, and theſe Mariners into the bargain. 


I ſhall deſire to be excuſed from making any Anſwer 
to this Argument, till the Gentlemen of this new way of 
Reaſoning are pleaſed to ſhew, that their Mariners do 

not 
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not receive as much Pay, eat |as much Meat, lie in as 
many Hammocks ; * in ſhort, eating, 'drinking, ſtand- 
ing, lying, or fitting, take up as much room as if they 
were better Seamen, I muſt own 'tis my Opinion, they 
will not be contented with the Accommodation Seamen 
are accuſtomed to, eſpecially their Beau-Officers, who 
will think themſclves but il! uſed unlefs they. have Cab» 


bins made on purpoſe for them. 
RE ASOMNX _ II. 


Mariners are more proper to make Inſults upon the 
Enemies Coaſts than Seamen, who are not under ſo good 


a Diſcipline for Land-Service, 
ANXSWER. 


Our own Experience is contrary to thisz for- they 
have been employed together but once upon Land- 
Service during the late War, which was at the Si 
of Cork; where a few Seamen, under the Conduct of 
the Duke of Grafion, did gallanter Actions, and. better 
Service, than the whole Body of the Mariners either 
performed at that time or ever ſince. But ſuppoſing 
what they ſay were true, we have no-War, nor any oc-- 
cafion to make Inſults upon our Enemies Coaſts z and 
muſt we be at a great Charge and Hazard to keep them- 
up till the Lord knows when, to be ſent the Lord 
knows where, to do the Lord knows what ? Reſides,. 
have they ever been made uſe of to that purpoſe? And 
what reaſon have we to believe that ſhall be done 
hereafter, which was never attempted in eight years- 
War ? Burt if this were _ 'Y We may. at any time- 

< Qua»- 
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alify Land-$oldiers for ſuch Serviee, by keeping them 
xr pi Baard till their Sea-ficknels 3s over, 


REASON IW, 


Marine Regiments are properer than Seamen to defend 
the Decks of our hips, and annoy the Enemy with 


Small-ſhot. 
ANSWE R. 


Tt has been always obſerved, that Sailors have been 
better Markſmen than Lang-Soldiers, as having through 
the courſe of their Lives been uſcd to Arms, nat only in 
Sea-Service, but in their Veyoges, and the ſeveral Parts 
they come into, by exerciſing themſelves to ſhoot at 
Wild-fow! : But if this were not true, what hinders but 
it may be made a part of Sea-Diſcipline, to exerciſe them 
by turns on board? unleſs we think there is an-jatrin- 
fick Virtue in the Word Mariners. And tf this were ig 
prafticable too ( as 1 faid before) Land-Regimens in 
caſe of a new War may at any time be fitted for that pur- 
poſe, by only keeping them an'bqard 4ill they have di- 


RE ASOX V. 


Befides the Service they do at Sea, they may be uſeful 
when they are put on ſhore, by working in the King's 


Yards. 
ANSWER, 


By their Eftabliſhment I preſume the Dxlign :is to 
Wve a-ccrtain proportion of them at Land, the reſt at 


Sea ; 
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Sea: Andi fiace kt is all one to the Argument what num- 
ber that is, we will ſappoſe that two Thirds ſhall be al 
ways at Sea, and one Lhird working in the Yards b 
turns. [Now I bave already thewed, the tewo Thirds 
at Sea are more chargeable, and leſs uſeful, than an equal 
number of Seamen : and if I can ſhew that the Third 
at Land will be as chargeable and leſs uſeful than an equal 
number of Artificers, ns as I have mou ap- 
pear that they are neither or Sea ar Land, con- 
Ronny fit only to be Tabanded. 

I confeſs by their Eſtabliſhment their Pay at Land is but 
Eight Pence a day ; but I preſume if they hinder them 
from working any other way by employing their whole 
time in hard Labour, they will increaſe their Allawance, 
as they do when they (end them to Seaz which by the 
way is always done when Soldiers are ſet at work 1n the 
Gariſons, or elſewhere. If they do this, their own Pay 
will be equivalent to the Hire of common Labourers, 
or very near it. But ſuppoſe they da not increaſe it, 
I have ſhewed before, that the Pay of the Officers is 
above a Third of the whole Pay of the Regiments, ſup» 

oling every Company to be full: but if we can have 

h uabccoming Thoughts of them ( which I can never 
believe of ſuch honeſt Gentlemen) as that they will make 
fatſe Maſters, then the Officers Fay, in probability, will 
amount to half, which being thrown in, will make 
their Wages much above the Rate of common Artificers: 
then the Queſtion wil! be, Whether Men that for the 
moſt part have been bred up in Idleneſs, picked yu 
at Hab Nb, whether Fiſh, Fowl, Ottar, or Sea-weed, 
are likely to do better Service in the King's Yards than 
Artificers that exerciſe their own Trades, which from 
their Youth they have been accuſtomed to: To which I 
ſhall give no Anſwer, B 2 Bue 
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But what ſhall the Officers do in the Yards ? Shall 
they work there too? or ſhall they ſtand in the way of 
the Workmen, and ſee the Soldiers work at a Trade that 
neither of them know any thing of? Indeed if this Sub- 
je& was lefs ſerious, theſe Gentlemen would tempt us to 
be very merry. 


REASON VI. 


Theſe Mariners, beſides working in the King's Yards, 
-will defend them againſt any ſudden Inſult. 


ANSWER. 


There is no need of their Aſſiſtance 3 for the King's 
Yards, if new Methods have not been introduced into 
them, are under the beſt Oeconomy and Condut in the 
World. 

Firſt, There is a certain number of Guard-Ships (1 
think-three) to guard every Yard. 

Befides the Guard-Ships, there is on board every Ship 
that is in ordinary an eſtabliſhed number of Men to do 
conſtant Duty there. 

Every Watch; Scout-boats are ſent out to hale each re- 
ſpe&ive Ship, and obſerve that the Watch is duly kept. 
There is in every Yard ſach an eſtabliſhed number of 

Watchmen (1 think fixteen) to give notice of any ap- 

proach of danger 3 and upon the ringing of a Bell, all 

the Workmen and Seamen are to appear under the Offi- 
cers of the Yard, to defend it : And there would not be 

a Man the more by employing the Mariners, for we muſt 

then turn off juſt an equal number of other Workmen, 


To 
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To give a full account of the Eſtabliſhment of each 
Yard would be'very tedious, therefore I ſhall only fay in 
ſhort, that the Conſtitution of the King's Navy, and eſpe- 
cially of his Yards, was the nobleſt in the Univerſe, and 
under that Occonomy we not only defended our ſelves, 
but-beat all the World; and rode Maſters of the Sea for 
many Ages 3 but what Trophics 'we have raiſed to our 
Country ſince theſe new Politicks came in faſhion, the 
Lords of the Admiralty can beſt tel}. 

Indeed if the Gentlemen I oppoſe did not think our 
Underſtanding of a piece with their own Honeſty, the 
would inot put ſuch a ſcorn and affroritupon it 'as to/ tal 
at this rate; With what face can they pretend to uſe 
them either to work in or defend the King's Yards? Did 
they ever uſe them to either of thoſe purpoſes in eight 
years war, when there was*much - more"6ecafion than 
there can be in peace? and what reaſon have we to be- 


lieve they ſhould do it noun tut any thing muſt be ſaid 
or done to get them; as way 'of War, the true 


reaſon is always concealed, and the moſt plauſible one 


given out. | 
The Eſtabliſhment of Marine Regiments is thought 


ſo uſeleG in Holland; that.this yery Winter they have re- 


jetted themz and it is plain that our Courtiers them- 
ſelves, whatever they pretend, think as meanly of them 
as I do, for they have disbanded the old Regiments that 
were trained up in eight years War (which if ever they 
would have been good for any thing might have been in 
that time) and in their room have calld a few Land Regi- 
ments, with near three.times {hes number of Officers, by the 
namef Mazjaers 3, and, as theſe new Seamgn have ngver 
ap before, 1a they have been; kept at Landfever 
ſince, and quartered up and down the, Country; agai 
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expreſs Ats of Parliament ; fo' that the difpute now is 
not whether we ſhall deſtroy an Eſtablifhment already 
made, but whether we {ha}! make a new one in full peace. 
I muſt coufeſs it to be my opinion that ſome Conrtiers 
deſign them only for Land Regimens, and call them by 
a new name to deceive umthinking Men, who are taken 
only with appearances. But I doubt not but your Honou- 
rable Houſe of Commons, the Guardians of the 
Liberties, will let the whole World fee that they are nei- 
ther to be awed by the vain terror of foreign [ovaſions, 
perverted by Places, or deceived by falſe Appearances ; 
that they know how to honour and reverence his Maje- 
ſty, and yet puniſh corrupt and wicked Miniſters : In 
ſhort, that they know the difference between Engliſh 
SubjeRts and French Slaves. | 
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